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A new launch in the Galápagos islands
The age-old natural wonders and endemic species of the more
unfrequented Galápagos islands are now within reach thanks to a
new ultra-fast boat that is evolving the definition of eco-luxury
travel, says Lucia van der Post
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Marine iguanas in the western Galápagos

It’s mating time in the Galápagos and the frigate birds are feeling frisky.

The shore and rock face of the tiny island of Genovesa, in whose bay our

brand new boat, the MV Origin, is moored, are spattered with what look

like shockingly scarlet balloons. These, it turns out, are the male birds’

throat pouches, which inflate to a quite extraordinary size, and which are

to the frigate male what six-packs, fathomless blue eyes or fat wallets are

to the human male – they’re his means of “pulling”. The larger the

SHARE THIS ON…

EMAIL THIS

MAY 16 2016
LUCIA VAN DER POST

HOME STYLE WATCHES & JEWELLERY TRAVEL HOUSE & GARDEN CARS, BIKES & BOATS ARTS & GIVING TECHNOLOGY FINE LIVING SPORT GIFT GUIDE

http://howtospendit.ft.com/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/How-To-Spend-It-Financial-Times/202178683128898
http://twitter.com/htsi
http://pinterest.com/FTHowtoSpendIt/
https://instagram.com/ft_howtospendit/
http://www.ft.com/
http://howtospendit.ft.com/
http://howtospendit.ft.com/style
http://howtospendit.ft.com/style
http://howtospendit.ft.com/mens-fashion
http://howtospendit.ft.com/womens-fashion
http://howtospendit.ft.com/personal-luxuries
http://howtospendit.ft.com/health-grooming
http://howtospendit.ft.com/womens-fashion/106461-miami-style
http://howtospendit.ft.com/womens-fashion
http://howtospendit.ft.com/womens-fashion/106461-miami-style
http://howtospendit.ft.com/style
http://howtospendit.ft.com/style/106643-mens-and-womens-cufflinks
http://howtospendit.ft.com/mens-fashion
http://howtospendit.ft.com/mens-fashion/106631-paul-smiths-cactus-collaboration-with-gufram
http://howtospendit.ft.com/womens-fashion
http://howtospendit.ft.com/womens-fashion/106621-proenza-schouler-fringe-shoulder-bag
http://howtospendit.ft.com/watches-jewellery
http://howtospendit.ft.com/watches-jewellery
http://howtospendit.ft.com/mens-watches
http://howtospendit.ft.com/womens-watches
http://howtospendit.ft.com/mens-jewellery
http://howtospendit.ft.com/womens-jewellery
http://howtospendit.ft.com/womens-jewellery/104253-the-new-chokers
http://howtospendit.ft.com/womens-jewellery
http://howtospendit.ft.com/womens-jewellery/104253-the-new-chokers
http://howtospendit.ft.com/style
http://howtospendit.ft.com/style/106643-mens-and-womens-cufflinks
http://howtospendit.ft.com/womens-jewellery
http://howtospendit.ft.com/womens-jewellery/106381-jeweller-noor-fares-day-5
http://howtospendit.ft.com/mens-watches
http://howtospendit.ft.com/sponsored/patek-philippe
http://howtospendit.ft.com/mens-watches/103243-the-intricacy-of-the-hand-finished-movement-at-patek-philippe
http://howtospendit.ft.com/travel
http://howtospendit.ft.com/travel
http://howtospendit.ft.com/destinations
http://howtospendit.ft.com/adventure
http://howtospendit.ft.com/cruises-boating
http://howtospendit.ft.com/snow
http://howtospendit.ft.com/destinations/106283-mauritius
http://howtospendit.ft.com/destinations
http://howtospendit.ft.com/destinations/106283-mauritius
http://howtospendit.ft.com/destinations
http://howtospendit.ft.com/destinations
http://howtospendit.ft.com/destinations/106591-a-mansion-lands-in-a-boho-chic-rio-enclave
http://howtospendit.ft.com/cruises-boating
http://howtospendit.ft.com/sponsored/the-world-residences-at-sea
http://howtospendit.ft.com/cruises-boating/105061-one-of-a-kind-epicurean-experiences-abound-on-board-the-world
http://howtospendit.ft.com/house-garden
http://howtospendit.ft.com/house-garden
http://howtospendit.ft.com/interior-design
http://howtospendit.ft.com/furniture
http://howtospendit.ft.com/home-accessories
http://howtospendit.ft.com/architecture
http://howtospendit.ft.com/property
http://howtospendit.ft.com/gardens
http://howtospendit.ft.com/interior-design/105871-french-design-in-london
http://howtospendit.ft.com/interior-design
http://howtospendit.ft.com/interior-design/105871-french-design-in-london
http://howtospendit.ft.com/property
http://howtospendit.ft.com/property/106653-the-barn-conversion
http://howtospendit.ft.com/mens-fashion
http://howtospendit.ft.com/mens-fashion/106631-paul-smiths-cactus-collaboration-with-gufram
http://howtospendit.ft.com/home-accessories
http://howtospendit.ft.com/home-accessories/106393-sugimoto-knives
http://howtospendit.ft.com/cars-bikes-boats
http://howtospendit.ft.com/cars-bikes-boats
http://howtospendit.ft.com/cars
http://howtospendit.ft.com/bikes
http://howtospendit.ft.com/boats
http://howtospendit.ft.com/planes
http://howtospendit.ft.com/cars/106273-austin-healey
http://howtospendit.ft.com/cars
http://howtospendit.ft.com/past-masters
http://howtospendit.ft.com/cars/106273-austin-healey
http://howtospendit.ft.com/cars
http://howtospendit.ft.com/cars/106273-austin-healey
http://howtospendit.ft.com/cars
http://howtospendit.ft.com/cars/106163-mclaren-f1-supercar-up-for-sale
http://howtospendit.ft.com/boats
http://howtospendit.ft.com/boats/105313-seventh-corsica-classic-regatta
http://howtospendit.ft.com/arts-giving
http://howtospendit.ft.com/arts-giving
http://howtospendit.ft.com/art
http://howtospendit.ft.com/performing-arts
http://howtospendit.ft.com/philanthropy
http://howtospendit.ft.com/art/105571-abstract-art
http://howtospendit.ft.com/art
http://howtospendit.ft.com/finders-keepers
http://howtospendit.ft.com/art/105571-abstract-art
http://howtospendit.ft.com/art
http://howtospendit.ft.com/art/106681-pittura-analitica-1970s-at-mazzoleni-art
http://howtospendit.ft.com/art
http://howtospendit.ft.com/art/106783-photo-london-co-founder-michael-benson-day-1
http://howtospendit.ft.com/art
http://howtospendit.ft.com/art/106633-textile-art
http://howtospendit.ft.com/technology
http://howtospendit.ft.com/technology
http://howtospendit.ft.com/audiovisual
http://howtospendit.ft.com/computers
http://howtospendit.ft.com/gadgets
http://howtospendit.ft.com/cameras
http://howtospendit.ft.com/phones
http://howtospendit.ft.com/gadgets/104343-jura-z6-coffee-machine
http://howtospendit.ft.com/gadgets
http://howtospendit.ft.com/technopolis-tv
http://howtospendit.ft.com/gadgets/104343-jura-z6-coffee-machine
http://howtospendit.ft.com/audiovisual
http://howtospendit.ft.com/audiovisual/106601-snugs-x-flare-audio-r2pro-titanium
http://howtospendit.ft.com/gadgets
http://howtospendit.ft.com/gadgets/106551-suunto-kailash
http://howtospendit.ft.com/audiovisual
http://howtospendit.ft.com/audiovisual/106233-angle-amp-curve-carboncans
http://howtospendit.ft.com/fine-living
http://howtospendit.ft.com/fine-living
http://howtospendit.ft.com/food
http://howtospendit.ft.com/drink
http://howtospendit.ft.com/cigars
http://howtospendit.ft.com/drink/105773-athens-by-the-glass-heteroclito-oinoscent-vintage-wine-bar-amp-bistro
http://howtospendit.ft.com/drink
http://howtospendit.ft.com/the-gannet
http://howtospendit.ft.com/drink/105773-athens-by-the-glass-heteroclito-oinoscent-vintage-wine-bar-amp-bistro
http://howtospendit.ft.com/fine-living
http://howtospendit.ft.com/fine-living/106321-105-by-la-cantine-launches-in-ibiza
http://howtospendit.ft.com/food
http://howtospendit.ft.com/food/106313-a-trio-of-dinners-from-the-fitzrovia-collective
http://howtospendit.ft.com/food
http://howtospendit.ft.com/sponsored/waldorf-astoria
http://howtospendit.ft.com/food/106331-and-the-winner-is
http://howtospendit.ft.com/sport
http://howtospendit.ft.com/sport
http://howtospendit.ft.com/motorsport
http://howtospendit.ft.com/extreme-sport
http://howtospendit.ft.com/golf
http://howtospendit.ft.com/fishing
http://howtospendit.ft.com/gambling
http://howtospendit.ft.com/adventure/104921-swimming-the-caribbean-narrows
http://howtospendit.ft.com/adventure
http://howtospendit.ft.com/from-desk-till-dawn
http://howtospendit.ft.com/adventure/104921-swimming-the-caribbean-narrows
http://howtospendit.ft.com/gambling
http://howtospendit.ft.com/gambling/106553-tips-for-the-poule-dessai-des-poulains-deauville
http://howtospendit.ft.com/gambling
http://howtospendit.ft.com/gambling/105843-tips-for-the-royal-london-series
http://howtospendit.ft.com/gambling
http://howtospendit.ft.com/gambling/105301-political-betting
http://howtospendit.ft.com/gift-guide
http://howtospendit.ft.com/destinations
http://howtospendit.ft.com/lucia-van-der-post
http://assets3.howtospendit.ft-static.com/images/bf/1e/24/bf1e243b-c559-4c34-b3f2-478c4c89e294_seven_hundred.jpg
http://assets3.howtospendit.ft-static.com/images/3a/f5/71/3af57150-9b31-4902-a4ca-82b3c341f927_seven_hundred.jpg
http://assets1.howtospendit.ft-static.com/images/1a/f7/3f/1af73f32-3ea3-404a-badb-3126ab2a113d_seven_hundred.jpg
http://assets3.howtospendit.ft-static.com/images/64/2a/9a/642a9a21-cc57-47ae-af19-0b77b6364954_seven_hundred.jpg
http://assets4.howtospendit.ft-static.com/images/19/78/a0/1978a029-cc05-419e-9def-fb2ae04bc937_seven_hundred.jpg
http://assets1.howtospendit.ft-static.com/images/5e/d3/09/5ed309a2-e706-435c-9bec-17d5880b93ac_seven_hundred.jpg
http://assets4.howtospendit.ft-static.com/images/fa/76/32/fa763242-40f1-47ad-ac81-9f74c98fe51b_seven_hundred.jpg
http://assets3.howtospendit.ft-static.com/images/c6/01/9b/c6019ba4-e848-4257-ae43-a81cec87ddc2_seven_hundred.jpg
http://howtospendit.ft.com/lucia-van-der-post
https://plus.google.com/share?url=http%3A%2F%2Fhowtospendit.ft.com%2Farticles%2F106613-a-new-launch-in-the-galpagos-islands%3Fid%3D106613-a-new-launch-in-the-galpagos-islands
http://twitter.com/intent/tweet?via=htsi&url=http%3A%2F%2Fhowtospendit.ft.com%2Farticles%2F106613-a-new-launch-in-the-galpagos-islands%3Fid%3D106613-a-new-launch-in-the-galpagos-islands&text=A+new+launch+in+the+Gal%C3%A1pagos+islands+-+How+To+Spend+It+-&related=htsi
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fhowtospendit.ft.com%2Farticles%2F106613-a-new-launch-in-the-galpagos-islands%3Fid%3D106613-a-new-launch-in-the-galpagos-islands%2F&t=A+new+launch+in+the+Gal%C3%A1pagos+islands+-+How+To+Spend+It+
http://pinterest.com/pin/create/button/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fhowtospendit.ft.com%2Farticles%2F106613-a-new-launch-in-the-galpagos-islands%3Fid%3D106613-a-new-launch-in-the-galpagos-islands&media=http%3A%2F%2Fassets2.howtospendit.ft-static.com%2Fimages%2Fbf%2F1e%2F24%2Fbf1e243b-c559-4c34-b3f2-478c4c89e294_three_eighty.jpg&description=The+age-old+natural+wonders+and+endemic+species+of+the+more+unfrequented+Gal%C3%A1pagos+islands+are+now+within+reach+thanks+to+a+new+ultra-fast+boat+that+is+evolving+the+definition+of+eco-luxury+travel%2C+says+Lucia+van+der+Post
mailto:?subject=From How To Spend It.com - %27A new launch in the Gal%C3%A1pagos islands%27&body= I thought you might be interested in this link from How To Spend It.com%3A %27A new launch in the Gal%C3%A1pagos islands%27 - http%3A%2F%2Fhowtospendit.ft.com%2Farticles%2F106613-a-new-launch-in-the-galpagos-islands%3Fid%3D106613-a-new-launch-in-the-galpagos-islands
http://howtospendit.ft.com/articles/87401-hotels-with-boats
http://howtospendit.ft.com/articles/65621-conserving-the-galpagos
http://howtospendit.ft.com/articles/106591-a-mansion-lands-in-a-boho-chic-rio-enclave
http://howtospendit.ft.com/articles/106283-mauritius
http://howtospendit.ft.com/destinations
http://howtospendit.ft.com/articles/106283-mauritius
http://howtospendit.ft.com/articles/105811-finding-the-old-japan
http://howtospendit.ft.com/destinations
http://howtospendit.ft.com/articles/105811-finding-the-old-japan
http://howtospendit.ft.com/articles/104161-jason-athertons-london
http://howtospendit.ft.com/destinations
http://howtospendit.ft.com/perfect-weekend
http://howtospendit.ft.com/articles/104161-jason-athertons-london
http://howtospendit.ft.com/articles/101691-stockholm
http://howtospendit.ft.com/destinations
http://howtospendit.ft.com/the-smooth-guide
http://howtospendit.ft.com/articles/101691-stockholm
http://howtospendit.ft.com/articles/100533-nuno-mendess-lisbon
http://howtospendit.ft.com/destinations
http://howtospendit.ft.com/perfect-weekend
http://howtospendit.ft.com/articles/100533-nuno-mendess-lisbon
http://howtospendit.ft.com/articles/79011-julie-de-librans-paris
http://howtospendit.ft.com/articles/79011-julie-de-librans-paris


balloon, the more likely he is to attract a mate. “In this species, you see,”

says our guide, Maria Espinoza, “size matters.”

But the frigates aren’t alone – the male marine iguanas have turned a

telltale deep red (which means their hormones are up) and they’re busy

bagging the territory most likely to appeal to the females, raising their

scales like hackles to keep their rivals out.

Meanwhile, the blue-footed boobies are engaged in a much gentler

wooing routine. The male does a little dance, and if the female likes what

she sees (the deeper the blue of the feet, the more likely she is to do so)

she will join him for the booby two-step. He gives her little presents of

stones and twigs, they both point their beaks to the sky, he whistles, she

honks and, hey-ho, we have another happy couple.

In the Galápagos, we quickly learn that life is one big dating game, and

every day in a myriad different settings the visitor gets to witness the

powerful biological imperative of all living things to mate and ensure that

their genes survive. Stranded as it is in the Pacific Ocean, about 1,000km

west of Ecuador, the archipelago consists of some 13 large islands, six

smaller ones and many tiny islets. It is said to be one of the few places on

earth where no aboriginal people ever lived; this largely explains why

bird, animal and marine life were able to evolve in such an

extraordinarily untrammelled way, completely untroubled by human

interference. It’s why such a high proportion of the species found there

are unique to the islands. As Charles Darwin wrote in his journal: “This

archipelago seems to be a little world within itself, the greater number of

its inhabitants, both vegetable and animal, being found nowhere else.”

This largely explains why it is endlessly referred to as “a living laboratory”

for studying the origin of the species. Here on these extraordinarily

pristine islands are the age-old natural wonders that first shook Darwin’s

Christian belief in the Book of Genesis way back in 1835 and that today

some 200,000 tourists a year come to see.

Nearly all visitors choose to tour the archipelago by boat, because most of

the 70-odd licensed landing sites can be accessed only from the sea. So

while the main draw is, of course, the natural wonders we’ve all heard so

much about, the charms of the boats matter too. Upping the ante in the

comfort stakes is the MV Origin, the newest boat from Ecoventura, with

which company president Santiago Dunn (who already has four other

craft cruising these seas), has aimed to come up with the most luxurious,

most comfortable, most desirable way of seeing all that the Galápagos

have to offer.

To start with, it is small – just 10 double cabins (pictured overleaf), all

identical, all with large windows, cleverly planned with twin beds that

convert into kings, ensuite showers and room for enough clothes and

belongings to see you through the seven days and nights of the cruise.

Along with the cabins on the Beagle deck is a Jacuzzi, while up on the

Darwin deck is a large light‑filled and elegant dining room, and on the top

Sundeck (pictured left) are hammocks and soft beds to lounge around on.

Less obvious but just as important is the fact the ship has been designed

to be one of the most environmentally friendly boats in the archipelago,

with fossil-fuel consumption reduced by over 30 per cent. In spite of this,

it goes faster than most of the other smaller boats – which matters

because it means that in either of the seven-day itineraries it can cover so
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much more ground, leaving more time for guests to go ashore in more

places. As Espinoza put it to me, “Fewer than 10 per cent of visitors get to

see the red‑footed boobies that are mainly found on the outer edges of the

archipelago.” We, in fact, got to see them in abundance on Genovesa, in

the Galápagos’ far northeast.

Many other boats do only four-day trips, which means they concentrate

on the main central islands of Santa Cruz, Isabela and Santiago, where

visitors are constant, leaving no time for some of the most interesting and

least-frequented islands. The MV Origin’s seven-day cruises, alternating

between a northern itinerary and a southern route, both go to the central

islands, but the northern one also takes in the charms of Genovesa, while

the southern one goes to Española (among the first of these volcanic

islands to be “vomited” up 3-5m years ago, when the story of the

Galápagos began) and offers the thrill of spotting the huge waved

albatross, the only albatross found in tropical seas. Wherever we go (until

we arrive at Puerto Ayora, the main port on Santa Cruz, on the last night),

we see few other tourists and moor up in bays where there are never

more than another couple of boats.

And since it is the guides who help bring the whole experience alive, it’s

important to note that while most of those in the Galápagos look after 16

people at a time, the MV Origin has two highly knowledgeable naturalists

on board, meaning that groups can be broken up into two smaller ones

for any excursion, and guests are able to choose between different

options.

Life on the boat turns out to be surprisingly hectic. Back in damp London

I had imagined drifting about onboard in my floaty summer dresses,

watching all the drama from the deck. I should have read the advice notes

more carefully. The travel agent in Kurt Vonnegut’s novel Galápagos

(very surreal but well worth a read) – who tells the character James Wait

that he “had better be in reasonably good physical condition and have

sturdy boots and rough clothing, since they would often have to wade

ashore and scramble up rock faces like amphibious infantry” – had it

spot-on.

We were up each morning some time between 6am and 7am, and from

then on the days were punctuated by visits ashore, small hikes along

coasts, up hills, round lagoons, snorkelling in the sea, kayaking or riding

in tenders round the rocky shores. On San Cristóbal we saw where the

Pacific green turtles make their nests, while over the rocks scramble

legions of bright red Sally Lightfoot crabs. We snorkelled alongside rocky

cliffs teeming with sea lions and eyeballed the brilliant king angelfish and

the rainbow wrasse. Some swam side by side with a hammerhead shark;

others saw manta rays. On land we watched the giant tortoises that are

such an integral part of the Galápagos story and after which the islands

themselves are named. They’re huge, lumbering, seemingly prehistoric,

and theirs is a poignant tale of survival and adaptation. Each evening

we’d be regaled with some aspect of the story of the islands – their

geology, history, natural life – and be given advice about the excursions

of the following day.

What we soon learnt is that it isn’t just size that matters; the story of

evolution emerges through the observation of tiny details. In the

Galápagos it’s all about the smallest modifications that mark out one
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generation from another and denote a species that will flourish – it’s not

brains or brawn that matter, it’s adaptability.

Take the marine iguana “that come like T-shirts”, according to Espinoza,

“petite, medium, large and extra large”. An endemic species, it probably

evolved from the great land reptiles of millions of years ago, but has now

become a creature that – because needs must – feeds on the ocean’s

depths. Over the millennia its scales have turned black (to absorb the

heat) and it has developed what is virtually a desalination plant in its

head, filtering the salt from the water and then sneezing it out. Then

there’s the endemic flightless cormorant, a bird that has vestigial wings to

aid its balance but has lost the ability to fly because it has no need – there

in the sea is all it could possibly need to survive.

And, of course, every visitor sees at least a few of Darwin’s famous species

of finches and, with a good enough view, can observe the different beaks

that have evolved to cope with the variety of foods – some shaped to crack

nuts or seeds, others to catch insects and yet others to feed on fruit. And

every visitor is left amazed at quite how unperturbed the animal world –

whether sea lion, small penguin, bird or tortoise – is by the intrusion of

humans. We walked up to within a few feet of a Galápagos hawk sitting

on a wooden pole; it merely blinked, but didn’t move.

For some the islands offer an almost mystical experience; they respond

rather as Darwin himself did when he wrote that in the Galápagos “we

seem to be brought somewhat near to that great fact – that mystery of

mysteries – the first appearance of beings on this earth”. Others feel

rather like Vonnegut’s character Mary Hepburn: “All of a sudden,” she

says, “I have this feeling that I never want to see another blue-footed

booby as long as I live.”

André Degel, the wonderful guide the Galapagos Safari Camp organised

to take us round Santa Cruz for the two days we spent there after the

cruise, is firmly in the Darwin camp. “The answers to all mankind’s

questions,” he tells us, “whether spiritual, scientific or philosophical, can

be found in the Galápagos. Once you understand the laws of evolution

you are not just an observer of nature – nature opens itself up to you.”

High up in the hills of Santa Cruz, the camp has something rather magical

about it. Set in 55 hectares, it is part farm (cacao, fruit, cattle) and part

nature reserve. Created with love and passion by Stephanie Bonham-

Carter and Michael Mesdag and inspired by the safari lodges of

Botswana, it has great tented rooms (pictured above left) with vast views

all the way to the sea and lush foliage filled with birdlife all around. It is

the perfect place to rest awhile, to reflect upon the sights and sounds and

ponder on these great questions.

Lucia van der Post travelled as a guest of Cazenove + Loyd (020‑7384 2332;

www.cazloyd.com), from £6,800 per person, based on two sharing, for a 10-

night trip comprising one night on mainland Ecuador in Guayaquil with

breakfast, seven nights onboard the MV Origin and two nights at Galapagos

Safari Camp, both full board, including transfers, international flights with Iberia

and domestic flights with Avianca. Ecoventura, +1305-262 6264;

www.ecoventura.com. Galapagos Safari Camp, +1805-995 4093;

www.galapagossafaricamp.com.

http://howtospendit.ft.com/articles/42303
http://www.cazloyd.com
http://www.ecoventura.com
http://www.galapagossafaricamp.com/
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BOATS

Hotels with boats
Hotels from Morocco to the
Mekong are extending their
influence out over the waves
with catamarans, phinisis or
dhows for overnight
journeys or longer
expeditions to remote
destinations. Maria
Shollenbarger reports

PHILANTHROPY

Conserving the
Galápagos
When a City financier
relocated to the Galápagos to
head up its conservation
charity, it was more than
$2m in debt. But his shrewd
approach to fundraising is
attracting a new type of
entrepreneurial
philanthropist. Simon de
Burton reports

DESTINATIONS  | TRAVELISTA

A mansion lands in a
boho-chic Rio enclave
Vila Santa Teresa’s seven
rooms provide a perfect
Olympics hideaway

See also
Cruises, Cazenove + Loyd, Galapagos, Wildlife, Ecuador

http://howtospendit.ft.com/boats
http://howtospendit.ft.com/articles/87401-hotels-with-boats
http://howtospendit.ft.com/philanthropy
http://howtospendit.ft.com/articles/65621-conserving-the-galpagos
http://howtospendit.ft.com/destinations
http://howtospendit.ft.com/travelista
http://howtospendit.ft.com/articles/106591-a-mansion-lands-in-a-boho-chic-rio-enclave
http://howtospendit.ft.com/cruises
http://howtospendit.ft.com/cazenove-loyd
http://howtospendit.ft.com/galapagos
http://howtospendit.ft.com/wildlife
http://howtospendit.ft.com/ecuador
http://howtospendit.ft.com/the-aesthete
http://howtospendit.ft.com/the-bespokesperson
http://howtospendit.ft.com/the-captains-table
http://howtospendit.ft.com/chronicles-of-a-spa-junkie
http://howtospendit.ft.com/the-cult-shop
http://howtospendit.ft.com/diary-of-a-somebody
http://howtospendit.ft.com/e-cquisitions
http://howtospendit.ft.com/eclectibles
http://howtospendit.ft.com/finders-keepers
http://howtospendit.ft.com/for-goodness-sake
http://howtospendit.ft.com/from-desk-till-dawn
http://howtospendit.ft.com/the-gannet
http://howtospendit.ft.com/get-realty
http://howtospendit.ft.com/the-haute-seat
http://howtospendit.ft.com/loose-change
http://howtospendit.ft.com/need-to-now
http://howtospendit.ft.com/past-masters
http://howtospendit.ft.com/perfect-weekend
http://howtospendit.ft.com/the-reconnoisseur
http://howtospendit.ft.com/the-sharpener
http://howtospendit.ft.com/the-smart-money
http://howtospendit.ft.com/the-smooth-guide
http://howtospendit.ft.com/swellboy
http://howtospendit.ft.com/technopolis
http://howtospendit.ft.com/technopolis-tv
http://howtospendit.ft.com/travelista
http://howtospendit.ft.com/van-der-postings
http://howtospendit.ft.com/wry-society
http://howtospendit.ft.com/contact/new
http://howtospendit.ft.com/style
http://howtospendit.ft.com/mens-fashion
http://howtospendit.ft.com/womens-fashion
http://howtospendit.ft.com/personal-luxuries
http://howtospendit.ft.com/health-grooming
http://howtospendit.ft.com/watches-jewellery
http://howtospendit.ft.com/mens-watches
http://howtospendit.ft.com/womens-watches
http://howtospendit.ft.com/mens-jewellery
http://howtospendit.ft.com/womens-jewellery
http://howtospendit.ft.com/travel
http://howtospendit.ft.com/destinations
http://howtospendit.ft.com/adventure
http://howtospendit.ft.com/cruises-boating
http://howtospendit.ft.com/snow
http://howtospendit.ft.com/house-garden
http://howtospendit.ft.com/interior-design
http://howtospendit.ft.com/furniture
http://howtospendit.ft.com/home-accessories
http://howtospendit.ft.com/architecture
http://howtospendit.ft.com/property
http://howtospendit.ft.com/gardens
http://howtospendit.ft.com/cars-bikes-boats
http://howtospendit.ft.com/cars
http://howtospendit.ft.com/bikes
http://howtospendit.ft.com/boats
http://howtospendit.ft.com/planes
http://howtospendit.ft.com/arts-giving
http://howtospendit.ft.com/art
http://howtospendit.ft.com/performing-arts
http://howtospendit.ft.com/philanthropy
http://howtospendit.ft.com/technology
http://howtospendit.ft.com/audiovisual
http://howtospendit.ft.com/computers
http://howtospendit.ft.com/gadgets
http://howtospendit.ft.com/cameras
http://howtospendit.ft.com/phones
http://howtospendit.ft.com/fine-living
http://howtospendit.ft.com/food
http://howtospendit.ft.com/drink
http://howtospendit.ft.com/cigars
http://howtospendit.ft.com/sport
http://howtospendit.ft.com/motorsport
http://howtospendit.ft.com/extreme-sport
http://howtospendit.ft.com/golf
http://howtospendit.ft.com/fishing
http://howtospendit.ft.com/gambling
http://howtospendit.ft.com/gift-guide
http://howtospendit.ft.com/about-us
http://howtospendit.ft.com/competition
http://help.ft.com/tools-services/financial-times-privacy-policy
http://help.ft.com/tools-services/ft-com-terms-and-conditions
http://www.ft.com/cookiepolicy
http://www.ftpropertylistings.com/

	A website of worldly pleasures from the Financial Times
	FOLLOW US
	Recommended
	Most popular

	A new launch in the Galápagos islands
	Swimming the Caribbean Narrows
	Mauritius
	The age-old natural wonders and endemic species of the more unfrequented Galápagos islands are now within reach thanks to a new ultra-fast boat that is evolving the definition of eco-luxury travel, says Lucia van der Post
	Finding the old Japan
	Jason Atherton’s London
	Latest
	Tips for the Poule d’Essai des Poulains, Deauville
	Tips for the Royal London series
	Political betting

	Stockholm
	Nuno Mendes’s Lisbon
	Archive choice

	Julie de Libran’s Paris
	SHARE THIS ON…
	Related content

	Hotels with boats
	Conserving the Galápagos
	A mansion lands in a boho-chic Rio enclave
	See also
	COLUMNS
	SECTIONS




